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TO THE ' a 


READER. 


E not ſtartled to ſee ſo great a Subgett handled in ſo 
B ſmall a Volume. When you have read but a little 


of this little, you'll think the Author was tender of 
your trouble but not of his own. For ( how cheap ſocver 
you come by this Book) 1t coſt the Author the peruſal and 
ſearch of the beſt, and moſt Records of our Nation. And 
yet be was one that knew well enough how to value his time ; 
for none made better uſe of 1t ; and (intbeſe kinds of Scru- 
times ) you may believe be went the belt way, becauſe be 
knew them all, and trod them. every day ; it being bis Of= 
fice not to be 1gnorant of any Records that concern the 
Honour or Antiquity of his Iſland. It was written 
at the requeſt of a great Perſon, who defir d to under- 
ſtand the true State of the Queſtion, concerning the Domi- 
onof the Britiſh Seas, as well what Hiſtories as our 
on Records would afford. And bere 't1s done in a little 
room ; for the Author was able to ſpeak fully , and 
briefly both at once. Some others have written of the 
ſame Subjet ; and if we thought any ſpake more, or ſo 
nub, in ſo ſbort compaſs, we ſbould forbear the publication 
of this. We are born in an Ifland, and cannot go out of 
it without asking leave of the Sea and Wind ; and not 
to know what Right we have to that Water which doides 
us from all the World, is ſomething ill becoming ſuch as 
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To the Reader. 


can read, and may know for reading. The Title 1s nt 
too big for the Book, though one of the greateſt Ships of 
the World was called by the ſame name ; and ( if ſome 
knowing Perſons be 'not decervd) our Author was the 
firſt that hinted it, having written this Diſconrſe thre, 
Tears before that & « Veſſel was built. & j 
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Farewell. 


THE 


SOVERAIGNTY 


OF THE . 


Seas of England. 


Hat Priaces may have an excluſive Property in the Sovereignty of the 
ſeveral parts of the Sea, and in the paſlage, fiſhing and ſhores there- 
of, is ſo evidently true by way of fa&t, as no Man that is not deſpe- 
rately impudent can deny it. for the point of Right, though 
ſome of late have indeavoured, By way of Argument, to prove the 

contrary, affirming them to be not only publick, but common ; yet the notorious 
prattiſe of all Maritime Countries, the neceſſity of Order in mutual Commerce, 
and the fafety of Mens Perſons, Goods and Lives, had taught even the moſt bar- 
barous Nations ta know by the light of humane Reaſon, that Laws are as equally 
neceſſary for the Government, and preſervation of ſuch as frequent the Seas, as of 
thoſe that trade and negotiate on the firm Land. And that to make Laws, and to 
give them the Life of Execution muſt of neceſſity require a Supream Authorityy far 
to leave every part of the Sea and Shores to an arbitrary and promiſcuous uſe, with 
a correcting and ſecuri er in caſe of wrong or danger, isto make Men of the 
like condition with the fiſhes that live therein, of which the greater do uſually de- 
. vourand ſwallow the leſs. By 
I conceive therefore that Princes do entertain theſe School Problems and Criticiſms 
no otherwiſe then with contempt and ſcorn, much diſdaining to be wrangled oux of 
the ancientRights and Regalities annexed to their Crowns by the ſubtile Arguments 
of Wit and Sophiſtry, ſpecially Eonſidering that amongſt the Civil Lawyers them- 
ſelves there is. ſo great diverſity of Opinion, whilſt ſome peremptorily maintain, 
That Mare & littora maris jure Gentium ſunt communia. Others as confidently ſaying, 
Videmus de jure Gentium in mare eſſe diſtinfla dominia ficut in terra, And further, mare 
ipſuw ad centum uſque millaria pro territorio diſtrifkugue illins Regionis ovi proxini, appro 
mug? afignatur: With many other like alterations diameter-wiſe contradiftory the 
wh e other ; And therefore the Queſtion being not as yet reſolved amo 
ves, it were ſtrange to think that Princes in the mean time will relinquiſh 
the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Royalties which they and their Anceſtors have held beyond alt 
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» Without a Judgement firſt agreed upon, and attirmed ia the caſe. And 


br bis ſacred Majeſty our dread Sovereign Lord the King, ſuch is his clear and in- 
dubitable Right to the Superiority of the Seas of Erg/ard derived and confirmed up- 
® him by inunemorable Preſcription, and continued in Poſſeſſion even until this 
Kay year 1633. that the hearts and conſciences of all juſt Men muſt neceſſarily ſub- 
ve to the evident truth thereof. Burt if contrary-wiſe any ſhall preſume and go 
Wout aQtually to diſpoſſeſs his Majeſty of this hirundoubteg Birthright,or uſurpe up- 
Q his Sovereignty 1n a caſe ſo highly concerning his honour and ſafety, as well of 
$0wn Kingdoms and SubjeQs, as of other Nations that under the wing of his Pro- 
do pals thoſe Seas, his Majeſty (no doubt ) will never be peo iced of a 
b0d Sword to vindicate that Right which all his Royal Progenitors have carefully 
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The Soveraignty of the Britith Seas. _ _ 


maintained, the Laws and Cuſtoms, of this Kingdom have ratified and confirmeg 
and forreign Nations have freely acknowledged ; as by the ſubſequent Monumengg of 
Record, Hiſtory, and the Common Laws of the Land will evidently appear. 
When Fulius Ceſar firſt undertook the Invaſion of this our Iſle of Britrain, he 
found the neighbouring. Nation of the Gaz{es in a manner altogether ignorant of 
INand it ſelf, the condition of the Inhabitants their Town, Havens, and approachgg 
Qug omnia fere Gallis erant incognita, neque enim temere preter mercatores gdit ad ills 
quiſquam neque eis tpſis quidguam preter oram Maritimam atq; eas Regiones que ſant contrg 
Gallam notum eſt. Soare the words of Czſar whereby it appeareth that the Brittains 
kept off all Strangers, except Merchants, from approaching their Confines, and that 
thoſe Merchants in their acceſs were reſtrained to the Shore only, that lay oppoſite 
to the Gaw/es, without being ſiiffered to make further diſcoveries of the more remote 
Coaſts. Infomuch that the ſame Ceſar upon diligent examination of thoſe Merchant, 
Negque quanta effet Inſulz magnitude, neque que, & quante Nationes incolerent, neque, 
quem uſum belli haberent, aut quibus inſtitutis uterentur, neque qui eſſent ad majorum yg. 
vium multitudinem idonei portus reperiere poterat. Which raint of Strangers t 
could not otherwiſe make good-but by the goodneſs and greatneſs of their Shipping, 
as may be gathered by the words of the ſame Czſar afterwards uſed. For 
the Brittains for ordinary imployment, and Rivers, and upon the Coaſts near the 
main, had Ships compoſed of meangff, having their Keels and_Ribs made of fl 
en up with Ofyers covered with leather. 
rine primum ac ſtatumina ex levi materia fiebant, reliquumcorpus naviem viminibu row 
teflam corriis tegebatur : From whence Ceſar took his Pattern of thoſe Ships which 
he was forced to frame on the ſudden for paſſing his Army over the River near Nard; 
in Spain, without which he had utterly loſt' both it, and himſelf, yer had*they, 
and their Confederates other ſhipping of ſo great bulk: and ſtrength, and withal þ 
ſerviceable in fight at Sea, that Czſar in their deſcription preferreth them far before 
thoſFof the Romanes ; 'for in the Naval preparations made by the Gaules of 7eaie, 
nearth2 mouth of rhe River Loyer ( whereitthe expreſly faith, that they had (4ux- 
ilia)) ſupplies from rhe oppoſire part of Brittain ) 'he ſetteth forth their Ships infuch 
manner as ( conſidering rhe: time ) may juſtly move admiration. ' Zpſorum Naves 
( faith he ) ad hunc modum faite armateque erant. Caring aliquanto planiores quam m- 
ftrarum Navium, quo facilius vada, ac deceſſum eſtas excepere poſſent, Prore admidun 
ereflz, atque item puppes ad magnitudinem'fluttuum, tempeffatumque accemodate Nav 
tote fafle ex robore, &c. And again, Neque enim his noſtre roſtro nocere poterant, tax 
ta erat firmitudo, neque Pq nh altitudinem« facile telum adjicebatar. Et eadem de tau 
Ja minus commode ſcopulis continebantur. Atcedebant ut cum ſ@vire ventus cepiſet & 
ſe vento dediſſent, & tempeſtatem ' ferrent facilius & in vadis confiderent tutius & 
&ſtu derelifta nihil ſaxa, & cantes timerent. And preſently after, circiter ccxx. Na 
ves eorum paratiſſime, atque omni genere armorum ornatiſſime & portu profefte noſtris ad- 
verſe conſtiterunt.” Neque ſatis Brato qui claſſi preerat, Neque Tribunis militum, Cet- 
turionibuſq; gquibus fingulez naves erant attribute conſtabat, quid agerent aut quam ratis 
nem pugne inſtiterent, Roſtrum enim non poſſe cognoverant, turbibus artem excitati, th 
men has al:tredo puppium ex barbaris navibus Coirake at neque ex inferiori loco ſats 
commede tela adjict poſſent, & miſſa a Gallis gravius acciderent. And that the Britains 
not only at this time, but in moſt of thoſe Wars of the Ga/es, did ſend them aids 
and ſupplies againſt the Romaves, the words of Ceſar evidently declare, who intend- 
ing to invade their Country, pretended no other Quarrel then, Quod omnibus fere 
Gallicis hoſtibus noſtris inde ſubminiſtrata auxilia intelligebat. 

Yet theſe three Confederates and Neighbours the Gaules they permitted not freely 
to paſs the Britiſh Seas, but kept them from knowing ſo much as their oppoſite Coaſts, 
fave only by way of Trade and Merchandize. And this to certain appointed placss 
near the Sea-ſhoares where the known Marts and Staples were, appointed for Col 
merce and Traffick. ; 

By all which it manifeſily appeareth that before the Roman Conqueſt, the _ 
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tiſh Nation had the Supream Power and Command of their own Seas without the 


competition of any other Nation whatſoever. 


So likewife when the Romanes had made themſelves poſſeſſory Lords of the Iſland, 
and the Soveraignty of the Seas thereunto belon ing was in them, and accordingly 
continued and was maintained, without incroachment, or pretence of Title there- 
unto made by the other- But when the Civil Wars and Diſtra&tion of the Roman 
Empire had by exhauſting of the Flower of the Brittain Youth, fo much infeebled 
the Nation, as inforced them to call in the Saxons to their aid againſt the Pitts 
their inſolerit Neighbours, and for ſuppreſſing the national FaQtions - grown up 
; themſelves, and thoſe Saxons ( working upon the weaknefs of the Brit- 


tains ) had expelled them from the better parts of the Kingdom, though for a time 


they were diverted from ſettling their own Afairs by the powerful Invaſions of the 
Danes and their homebred Quarrels, grown by reaſon of the ſeveral petty King- 
doms of their Heptarchy ; yet when they were all reduced under one head, t 
forgot not touſſume their Right of Sovereignty in the Seas of England. As did the 
moſt noble- Edgar, who in the glorious Title of his Charters, yet extant of thoſe 
times, ſpeaketh as followeth. 


' Altitonantis Dei largiflua clementia, qui eſt Rex Regum. Ego Edgarus Anglorum 


Baſlews omniums que rerum Inſularum Oceani que Brittaniam circumjacent, cunttarumque 


Nationum, que infra eam includuntur Imperator & dominus, &c. 

And for maintenance of this his Soveraignty, he continually kept in readineſs a 
Navy of four hundred Ships, -which being divided into four feveral Fleets of one 
handred Ships a piece, did every year after Eaſter take their courſe to the four 
quarters of England, where they remained to guard, and ſcowre the Seas until Win- 


ter following. So faith Rane/phus Ceftrenfis. Item quoque Edgarus 400 Naves cow- wry 


grexavit ex quibus omni anno poſt feſtum Paſchale, 100 Naves ad quamlibet Angliz par- 
tem ſtatuit, ic eſtate Inſulam circum navigavit, hyeme vero indicia in Provincia exercuit. 
Etheldred after Edgar for defence of the Seas and Kingdoms, caiiſed of every three 
hundred and ten hides of Land a Ship tobe built, which meeting at Sandwich, made 
the greateſt Navy that ever this Kingdom ſet forth to Sea. 
And Canutus the Dean, coming not long after to be King firſt of half the Realm 
by compoſition between him and Edmond Tronfide, and after the Death of Edmond 


of the whole Survivorſhip did for his own time ( as his Succeſſors of the Daniſh Rare = 


aſter him ) preſerve the Seas of the Kingdom in their former eſtate, without admit- 
tingany the Neighbour Princes to have any Dominion in any part thereof. 

And ſo they remained in the time of the Confeſſor until the Conqueſt made by 
Witiam Duke of Normandy, in whoſe Reign, and for many diſcents after him, the 
Sovereignty of the ſaid Seas was fo far trom being evicted, that it was never fo 


" muth as queſtioned by any Nation until the time of Edward the Firſt, about the 


= 1299, and the fix and twentieth of his Reign. | At which time the King of 
raxct being upon Terms of Hoſtility with thoſe of Flanders, did by his Commutſion 
conſtitute one Reywer Grimbald Admiral of his Navy, which he then ſent forth againſt 
the Flemmings ; by vertue of which Commiſſion, Grimbald in paſſing to and again in 

Seas of England, topk upon him Sovereign Juriſdiction, as Admiral unto the 
French King in thoſe Seas, taking the people, and Merchants of England, and other 
Nations ; and carrying them into Fraxce, where he cauſed them to abide his Judg- 
ment and Award concerning their Goods' and Merchandiſe ; But ſhortly after the 
_— England and of France appointed by agreement certain Commiſſioners (ns 

Auditors in the Record.) to hear, and redreſs the Wrongs interchangably done 


| by their Subjects contrary tothe Peace formerly made between them at Paris, before 


whichthe Commiſſioners, the Agents''(or Procurators,- as the Record nameth them) 
for the Maritime Coaſts bf''the greateſt part of the Chriſtian World, of Genoa, Spain, 
Gttmany, Holland, Zealand, Freezeland, Denmark and Norway, made this remarkable 
Acknowledgment and Declaration followimg, which Gut of the old French of that 
ime I have rendred into EhÞliſh, the Title whereof is thus in Latin. 


De 
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The Sovereignty of the Britiſh Seas. "A 


De ſuperioritate Maris Angliz & jure officii Admirallatus in eodem. 


Record in the To our Lords Auditors deputed by the Kings of Exg/and and of France, to redreg 
jor aug the Damages done to the people of their Kingdoms, and of other Territories ſyþ. 


jet to their Dominions by Sea-and by Land, in time of Peace and Truce, 


The Procurators of the Prelates, Nobles, and Admiral of the Sea of Zyg 
and of the Comminalties of Cities and Towns, and of Merchants, Mariners, Mef 
6 ſengers, Pilgrims, and of all other of the ſaid Kingdom of Exgl/and, and the Terr, 

tories ſubject to the Dominions of the ſaid King of Eng/ang, and of other. places, x; 
of the Sea-coaſts of Genoa, Cataloigna, Spain, Alemaigne, Zealand, Holland, Free. 
land, Denmark and Norway, and of divers other places of the Empire, do ſhew, That, 
whereas the Kings of Eng/and, by reaſon of the faid Kingdom from time whereof 
there is no memory to the contrary, have been in peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Domi 
mon of the Sea of Eng/and, and of the Iſles being in the ſame, in making and efly, 
bliſhing Laws and Statutes, and Reſtraints of Arms, and of Ships, otherwiſe furgi 
ſhed then to Ships of Merchandiſe appertaineth, and in taking Surety, and affording 
Safeguard in all caſes where need ſhall be, in ordering of all other things wo 
for maintaining of Peace, Right and Equity, amongſt all manner of people, as 
of other Dominions, as of their own, paſling through the ſaid Seas, and the Sove- 
reign Guard thereof, and in doing Juſtice, Right and Law, according to the faid 
Laws, Ordinances and Reſtraints, and in all other things which may appertain ts 
the exerciſe of Sovereign Dominion in the places aforeſaid. And 4. de B. Admiral 
of the Sea deputed by the King of England, and all other Admirals ordained by the 
fGid King of England, had been in peaceable Poſſeſſion of rhe Sovereign Guard, with 
the Cognizanc@of Juſt.ce, and all other the appurtenances aforeſaid, except in caſeof 
Appeal, and of Complaint made of them to their Sovereigns the Kings of Exglad 
in default of Juſtice, and for evil Judgment, and eſpecially in making Reſtraints, 
doing of Juſtice, and taking Surety of the Peace of all manner of people uſing Arms 
in the ſaid Sea, and carrying Ships otherwiſe furniſhed, and ſet forth then to Mer- 
chants Ships appertaineth, and in all other points where a Man may have reaſonable 
cauſe to ſuſpet them of Robbery, or of other Miſdemeanours. And whereas the 
Maſters of the Ships of the faid Kingdom of Erng/and in the abſence of the faid Ad- 
miral hath been in ble Poſſeſſion of taking Cognizance, and judging all Adi» 
ons done in the ſaid Sea, between all manner of people according to the ſaid Lays, 
Statutes, Reſtraints and Cuſtoms. And whereas 1n the ſaid firſt Article of Confede- | 
. ration lately made between the ſaid Kings in the Treaty upon the laſt Peace at Paris, 
' are compriſed the words which follow in a Schedule annexed to theſe preſents 
E irſt it.is eſtreated, and accorded between us, and the Meſſengers and Procurators 
aforeſaid, in the Names of the ſaid Kings. That the faid Kings ſhall from this time 
forward be one to the other Good, True and Loyal Friends, and aiding againſt ll 
Men (fave the Church of, Rome) in ſuch manner, as if any one, or more w 
ever they be, would difinherit, hinder or moleſt the ſaid Kings the Franchiſes, L- 
berties, Priviledges, Rights, Duties, Cuſtoms of them and of their Kingdoms, they 
ſhall be Good and Loyal Friends, and aiding againſt all Men that may live and 
dye to defend, keep and maintain the Franchiſes, Liberties, Priviledges, Ri 
Duties and Cuſtoms aboveſaid, except to the King of Eng/and, Monſieur Fohy, 
of Brabant.in Brabant, and his Heirs deſcended of him, and of the Daughter of the 
King of E-g/and, and except to our foreſaid-Lordthe King of France, the excellent 
Prince Monheur Dubart, King of Almaigne, and Monſieur John, Earl of Anhaultin Y | 
Anbaalt, and that the one ſhall not be of Coupſel, or aiding where the other may 
loſe Life, Member, Eſtate or temporal Honour, Monſieur Reywer Grimbald, Maite 
df the ſaid Navy of the ſaid King of France, who Names himſelf Admiral of the faid 
Sea, deputed by his Lord aforeſaid, in his War againſt the Flemmings, aiter the ſaid ; 
Confederation made and eſtabliſhed, and againſt the Form and Force of the Le 
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Confederation, and the intention of them, that made ir, wrongfully aſſumed the 
Office of the Admuralty in the ſaid Sea of Evgland, by the commilſion of the King 
of France, and uſed the ſame one Year, and more; taking the people and Mer- 
chants of the Kingdom Eng/and, and of other places palling through the ſaid Sea 
with their Goods, and delivered the people, fo taken to the Priſon of the ſaid Lord 
the King of Fraxce, in the Ports of his ſaid Kingdom, as to him forfeited and ac- 
crewing- And the taking, and detaining of the faid people with their faid Goods, 
and Merchandiſe, as alſo his faid judgment and award, hath juſtified before the 
Lords Auditors in wringg, by verxue of the Authority of his ſaid Commiſſion, of the 
Admiralty aforeſaid by himſelf uſurped, and during a reſtraint generally made by the 
King of England, by reaſon of -his power, and according to the form of their Ar- 
ticles of the Confederation aforeſaid, which containeth the words underwritten , 

uiring that he might be acquitted, and abſolved of the ſame to the great Damage 
20d Prejudice of the King of Eng/and, the Prelates, Nobles, and others above- 


Wherefore the faid procurators in the names of their ſaid Lords, do pray your 
Lordſhips Augitors aforeſaid, that you cauſe due, and ſpeedy delivery of the ſaid 
people, with their Goods and Merchandiſe ſo taken and detained, to be made to 

made to the Admiral of the ſaid King of Erg/anud, to whom the Cognizance of 
the ſame of right appertaineth ( as is before expreſſed.) So that without the di- 
ſturbance of you, or any other, he may take Cognizance thereof, and to do that 
which a aineth to his office aforeſaid. And the ſaid Mounfiexr Reyner Grimbald 
be - condary and conſtrained to make fatisfaftion to all the faid parties damni- 


fed, fo far forth as he ſhall be able, and in his default, his ſaid Lord the King of 
I- 


France, by whom he was deputed in the faid Office ; And that after due far 

on made to the parties dammified the faid Mounfteur Reyner, be ſo duly puniſhed for 
the violation of the ſaid confederation, that his puniſhment may be an example to 
others in time to come. 


1n the Record theſe memorable points are to be obſerved. 


Fiſt, That the Kings of Erg/and had then been in Peaceable poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
Dominion, of the ſaid Sea of England, by immemorable preſcription. | 

Secondly, That the Soveraignty belonged unto them, not becauſe they were Do- 
mini wtrinſque ripe, as when they had both England and Normandy, and fo were 
Lords of both Shoars. For Edward the Firſt at this time had not Normandy, but 
that is inſeparably appendant and annexed unto the Kingdom of England, our Kings 

Ing Superior Lords of the ſaid Sea, by reaſon ( as the ſaid Record ſpeaketh ) of 
the ſaid Kingdoms. 

Thirdly, Only the Kings of England had power to make Laws, and exerciſe Su- 
pream Juriſdiction over all perſons, and in all cauſes within the faid Sea, and in 
their abſence to the Maſters of their ſaid Ships only appertaineth. 
 Fourthly, That the King of France could not make an Admiral in that Sea, with- 
out doing wrong to the King of England, but that ir was an Uſurpztion upon his 


Laſtly, That all this was affirmed, and acknowledged by the Agents of moſt 
part of Chriſtendom, being ſtrangers to the Crown of England. 

Surely I believe no Prince in the World can produce clearer evidence for any part 
of his Eſtate, then the King of England by this Record can do, for his Sovereign- 


, ty; and excluſive Juriſdiction in the Sea of England. Yet for further declaration 


f, I will add certain others of ſucceeding times, in affirmance of that above 


- The firſt whereof is that of King Edward the IT. being an Article amongſt 
others, upon which the King's Juſtices were to be adviſed with all the Title of rhe 
Record, being as followeth. 


B Articuli 
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Articuli. ſuper quibus Juſticiarit Domini mſtri Regis ſunt conſulends. 


Item ad finem quod reſumatur, & continuetur ad ſubditorum proſecutionem forma proce. 
endi, quondam ordinata & inchoata per Auvum Dominum noſtram Regis, & ejus Conci. 
lium ud reſtituendum, & conſervandum antiquam ſuperioritatem Maru Angliz, & ju 
officii Admirallatus in eodem, quod corrigendum leges © Statuta per ejus Anteceſfrs 

Anglia Reges du dum ordinata, ad conſervandum pacem & juſtitiam inter omnes Gente 

Nationes eujuſcunque per mare Anglie tranſeantes, © ad cognoſcendum ſuper. onmibuc. ig 

contrarium attemptatis in eodem, & ad puviendum delinguentes © damna parti ſatif. 

faciendim. Que qaidem leges, & ſftatuta per Dominum Richardum quondam 
lie in redditu ſuo a terra ſanta corretta fucfunt torfreagh, declarata & Injuls 
. de Olleron publicata & nominata in Gallica lingua. 'Lay loy Olleron. nts To 
| In this Record ( as in the former ) the Antient Right of the King of Eglawds 
* Superiority, in the Seas of Eng/and, and the large extent thereof is clearly ſpeci ' 
| Gel but eſpecially -in the conclufion we may obſerve to the great Glory of our Eg- 
gliſh Nation, that the famous Laws of O/eron ( which after the Rhodian Laws were 
antiquated and abſolete ) have now well near 500. years been received by all the 
Fu Chriſtian World, for regulating Sea affairs,and deciding Maritime controverſies, were 
xz firſt declared by King Richard the I. ( a King of England) at his return from the 
G Holy Land, and by him. cauſed to be publiſhed in the Ifle of Oleroh, then belong. 
ing to the Dutchy of Agzitane ; and thereupon, and from that Iſland took their 
name, which they yet retain, and this is the more worthy of note, becauſe unti 
this Record ( being lately found ) was produced, the moſt Learned Lawyers, and 
quaries of our times were altogether ignorant by whom thoſe Laws were or- 
dained, and why they were ſo called. To the fame purpoſe and effect is this origh 
nal in French, but expreſſed here in Engliſh, W 

Item, To the end that having ſeen and conſidered the forms of Proceeding and 

Tower. Letters, ordained by the Council of our faid Lord ( Grandfather to the King) 
for them, and the ſaid Nation of Exgland, to recover and retain the faid Subjedty 
Aſliſtants and Allies ; and to cauſe redreſs. to be made unto them, for all Damages 
done to them on Sea and Land, during the ſaid Truce, Peace, and Confederati 
and againſt the form of the ſame, by the ſaid French their Aſſiſtants and Allies, 
to ſhew the clamour of the people for the ſaid Diſinheritance, and the Damages 
which by reaſon of ſuch clamour might happen, and eſpecially to retain the Sove- 
raignty, which his Anceſtors the Kings of Eng/and uſed. to have in the ſaid Sea of 
England, as touching the Antient Declaration and Interpretation of Laws, by 
them made to Govern all manner of people paſſing through the ſaid Sea, And 
firſt, to his Admiral, and Maſters, and Mariners of the Ships of the Cinque-Port, 
of England, and of all other Lands annexed to the Crown of England, belonging to 
his Army 1n the ſaid Sea, the like forms of Proceedings and Letters be h 
obſerved, with all ſuch amendment as may be ordained by the faid Councils of our 

:. faid Lord the King to the Profit, and Honour of him. ; 

þ'- And moreover the Record following,ſheweth how much that Great King Ew. the 
held bimſelf in Honor bound' not to ſuffer the Dominion of the Sea to be lolt, or 
impaired in his time, but eſpecially we are in it to obſerve that the Kings of Eng: 
land were anciently, as now, Domini Ang/icani circumquaque. Lords ot the Seas | 

' environing England, for ſo the words of the Record are. | 
Rex dilefto, & fideli ſuo a”, 9a. de Say. - Admirallo flote ſue naviuu ab ore agus 
Thamifie, verſus partes  Occidentales ſalutem, Cum uuper nos animaduertentes quod | 
P ragenitores noſtrum Reges Anglia, Domini Maris Anglicatani circumquague, & etiaw 
defenſores contra hoſtium invaſtones ante hac tempora extiterunt. Et plurimum nos44 
deret ft honor noſter regius in d:fenfionne hujuſmod; armis ( quod abſit ) deperat tempor 
bus noſtris, aut in aliquo minuatur, &c. Mandamus vobis quod ftatim wifts preſently 
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& abſque ulteriori dilatione navis portuum predittiorum & alias naves, que jam paratz 


exiſtunt ſuper mare rene at1s. : ene ENT: 

And firſt, to the pratick proof of this Dominion, and Superiority in all ſuc- 
ceeding times, what can be more pertinent, and material then to ſhew. | 

That the Kings of Erg/and, Succeſlively have had the Sovereign guard of the 

Yeas. 

That they have impoſe] Taxes and Tributes, upon all Ships paſſing and Fiſh- 

ing therein. 

That they have ſtoped, and opened the paſſage thereof, to ſtrangers as they 

ſaw cauſe. | | 
- That all Wrecks and Royal Fiſhes therein found, are originally due, and do be- 

"long unto them. fe - LA | 

Every of which particulars, the Teſtimonies following will amply manifeſt. 

As touching -therefore the guard of the Seas. It is apparent by the Records of 

Parliament, and by the printed Books of Statutes, that Tomage and Poundage 
were granted ; as for. other Reaſons, 1ſo eſpecially, and all ways for enabling the 
King to guard the Seas. And accordingly divers Admirals from time to time, were 
conſtituted by Commiſſion for that purpoſe, of which there are multitudes of pre- 
fidents upon Records. _ It may ſuffice to inſert this one inſtead of many. 
\ Rex Chariſſimo conſanguineo ſuo Henrico Duci Exoniz ſalutem. Sciatis cum nos, &c. 
retinuerimus vos ſub certis modis & forma ad proficiendum in ſervitio noſtro ſupra Mare 
ſuper cuſtodia ejuſdem, &c. Ordinavimus & aſſignavimus vos, & wobis tenere preſentium 
"abs & ſufficientem commi'timus & damus poteſtatem & authoritatem generalem & 
ſpecialem ad proficiſcendum ſupra mare cum retmentia veſtra Pirataſque © Spoliatores, 
Mercatorum, & Piſcatorum tam Anglorum, quam extraneorum cum eorum Navibus, & 
capiend. © arreſtand.& eos juxta caſus & juris exigentiam ſtmiliter caſtigand. Sc. 

And to this purpoſe we find frequent ProteQions granted, to ſuch of the Sub- 
jets as were in ſervice with their Admirals, As to Thomas Warren of Briſtoll, qui in 
obſequinm Regis in comitiva dilefti & fidelis conſanguine;i Johannis Comitis Wigorum 


 mnig cuſtodem Maris ſuper ſalva cuſtodia & defenſionem ejuſdem Maris moratur. 


So likewiſe unto John Warde, qui in obſequo Regis in comitiva dileftr, & fidelis con- 
ſangainei noſtri Richardi comitis Sarum unius cuſtodum Maris ſuper ſalva cuſtodia & 
tes one ejuſdem profetturus eft. : | 

And the like to Richard Clarke, qui in Regis obſequio in comitiva dileti & fidelis 
conſanguinei Regis Johannis comitis Oxonize wnius cuſtodum mar is ſuper ſalva cuſtodia 
& defenfione ejuſdem moratur. , , 
 Thall not need to ſpeak any more of elder times, for declaration of this point, 

our own memories can teſtifie, that divers Ships have been ſent forth by our 
Sovereigns, at ſundry times upon the like imployment, beſides thoſe that have 
conſtantly kept the Narrow Seas, unto which all Strangers even at this day vaile 
Bonnet in acknowledgment of this Superiority, according to this Ordinance made 
by King Fohn many <6 ul years paſt, worthy to be remembred and obſerved, 
Which out of the Old French I have here verbatim tanſlated into Engliſh. 

[tem, Tt was ordained at Haſtings for a I.aw and Cuſtom of the Sea, in the ſecond 
Year of the Reign of King Fohy, by the advice of the Lords Temporal, Thar: if a 
Lieuetenant in any Voyage, being ordained by Common Council of the Kingdom, 

0 incounter upon the Sea any Ships or Veſſels laden, or unladen, that will not 

rike and veile their Bonnets at the commandment of the Lieuetenant of the King, 
or of the Admiral of the King, or his Lieuetenant, but will fight againſt them of 
the Fleet, that if they can be taken, they be reputed as Enemies, and their Ships, 
Veſſels, and Goods taken, and forfeited as the Goods of Enemies , although the 

aſters or Poſſeſſers of the ſame would come afterwards and alledge, that they 
we the Ships, Veſſels, and Goods of thoſe that are Friends to our Lord the King, 
and that the common people being in the ſame, be chaſtiſed by impriſonment of 
their Bodies for their Rebellion, by diſcretion. 


B 2 Concerning 


Inter leges ma- 


rinas ſub fine. | 


The Soveratgnty of the Britiſh Seas. 
Concerning Taxes, and Tributes impoſed upon Ships paſſing, and Fiſhing upon 
our Seas and Coaſts; it will be proper in the firſt place, to ſet down the Orin 
made in the. ſecond Year of Richard the ſecond, by the afſent of the whole Eſtate 
in the Parliament, which upon the Roll of that Year is Recorded in theſe words, 
Ordinance et grant per Padviſe des Merchants de Londres et des autres Merchants 
vers le North per aſſent de touts les Commons de Parliament per devant le Countes d: 
Northumberland et le Mayor de Londres pour le guard de mere et coſts de Admiral de 
North aux deux niefs. 
Primerment pur prender de chacune neif et Crayer de quelque paſſage que paſe er 
la mere le dit Admirall alant et retournant pur le voyage de chacune Tonne tight 1d, 
Iten de prendre des autres neifs et veſſeaux peſſioners et paſſon entour autres poiſſy. 
niers ſur le me re deins le dit Admiralty de quelle portage quil ſoit en troys Semaxis 
de chacune Tomne tight : vjd. 
Iten de toutes autres neifs Crays & wveſſeaux paſſantes per mere deins le de Admir 
charges ove biens de Merchants ini Exprenx on en Northway on en Sion Ga de chacus 
Tomne tight wj.d. | 
In which Ordinance of Parliament we may plainly obſerve, that theſe payments 
were impoſed upon all Ships, Paſſengers, as well as Fiſhers within thoſe Seas. And 
to the like purpoſe is this of Edward the fourth. 
Pat. 22.E.4, Rex dilettis & fidelibus Johanni Hennin militi Willo Hopton, Edv. Ya, 
wands i 2.de & Johanni Wamfllet ; ſalutew Sciati, quod . cum nos pro ſecuritate Subditorum; 
ook ns ſtrorum commitatum Northhampt. & Southhampt. quam Navium, © Piſcatorum gui 
rum piſcato= ſuper mare per Coſteras eorundem Comitatum piſcari voluerunt ſub conduttu & ſalvagar- 
FR ua dileftorum & fidelium noſtrorum Edw. Ynce, Johannis Dabey, unius valettirun 
Corong et Will. Thederſton, quos cuſtodes, conduttores, et Waftores pro ſecuritate ds 
forum Piſcatorum verſus inimicos noſtros, ſuper mare exiſtentes ad preſens ordinavimu 
de fidelitate, et provida circumſpettione weſtris plenius confidentes, aſſignavimu w 
conjunitim, et divifſim, ac vobis plenam poteſtatem et authoritatem tenore preſentian 
damus et committimus tam ad cuitodes, conduftores, et Waftores illos ſupervivendun, 
qnam ad communicandum cum quibuſdam . Piratoribus cujuſcunque patrie fuerint qu 
partibus pradiftis ſub ſecuritate diftorum, Edmundi Ynce, Johannis Daby, et Wil 
Federſton piſcari voluerint. Quod iph piſcatores et eorum quilibet ad omnia, et omni 
moda coſtas onera et expenſas eiſdem cuſtodibus conduftoribus et waftoribus | Preentn 
fint tempore piſcationum contributores ad hujuſmodi coſtas,onera,& expenſas illa de hujuſwodi 
Ppiſcationibus, piſcatorum prediflorum ubicunque inuenire poterunt levandum et colligendun, 
Nec non ad onnes alios fore cuſtodes, conduttores, Tv waftorgs alios, quam prenominatts 
preſumentes, vel attemptantes arreſtandi et nn i & prox. Goal noſtre committeudus 
ibiden ſalvo, et ſecure, quouſque eorundem deliberatione ordinavimus cuſtodiendum, fin 
liter authoritatem et poteſtatem damus et committimus. Et ideo wobis-et (cuilibet v- 
Strum mandamus quod circa premiſſa diligenter intendatis ut ea faciatis et exequamint i 
forma predifta. 
In this Record is manifeſtly expreſt that the King appointed wafters to guard the 
Fiſhers, not only of his own Realm but Foreiners and Strangers that Fiſh upon lus 
Coaſts, and that the wafters took a rateable proportion of every Ship towards thell 
Coſt and Expences, in ſecuring their Fiſhing. And laſtly, that theſe wafters were 
to prohibit all other wafters whatſoever, that preſumed to take that Office upon 
them, and to commit them to Priſon, there to attend the Kings pleaſure. _ 
Camden; Brit To this effect the venerable Camden in his —_—_ of the North-riding of 
Tork-ſire, faith, that the Zollanders, in their Fiſhing for Herring upon the North 
Coaſts of England, did firſt obtain Licenſe of Scarborough Caſtle for to do. 

But that which is moſt material to the Sovereign command, and propriety of 
our King in this point of Fiſhing, eſpecially appeareth in that all Neighbour Prit- 
ces have by Treaty obtained Licence for their Subjes to Fiſh in our Seas. As 1 
a Truce, and abſtinence of War agreed between Zenry the fourth and the French, 
ro the intent the Fiſhermen might Fiſh in all parts, the King ſent forth his Letters, 
as followeth, Le 
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Le Roy an toutz nous Admiralls & a fin gwen ceft preſent herringinſon les poiſſouniers 
de Fun pertie, & de Pauter puiſſoint peſhenre plus 'ſenrement in le mere les Herrings, 
& routes autres poiſſons entre le haven de Scarborough, & de fin de pays de Flanders 
vers le Eaſt & dillonques ſur le coaſt de' Angleterre inſanes an haven de Southampton & 
ſur le coaſt du Royanne de Frence de le dit fin de tout le dit pays de Flanders niſques a 
riviere de Sound, ſc. voulomus & avomus ordonne & onſtre ordonnomus ottryons per 
ſes preſents , Que touts les poiſſonniers de la dite partie de France poiſſoynt peſher ſeu- 
rement les herrens & toutz autres peſſons durant ceſt herriogniſon & niſques an primer 
jour de Fanuarie prochainment a vener & denis & entre les bounds deſſus limites. 

The like liberty was granted by Treaty between Zenry the 6th and the Ducheſs 
of Burgundy, to thoſe of Brabant and Flanders, witneſſed by the Record following. 

Rex omnibus ad quos, Sc. Inſpeximus quaſdam continuationem , prorogatimnem, & 
elargationem nuper fatta ſuper fatto intercur ſus, © commutationis Merchandiz et Piſ- 
carig maris et aliarum rerum neceſſarium ad utilitarem communem noſtrorum regut Anglie 


* Jominii et Hibernie et ville Calicie ex una parte,et Ducatus Comitatus patrie Brabantig, 


Flandra, et Dominii ville Machling ex altere parte. Arnongſt other Articles this is one. 

Item et. touts pechens tam de Angleterre Ireland, et Calar peaceablement aller partent 
fur le mer pad piſcher et gaigner leur vewvre ſans impeachment on diſturber de Prone par- 
tie on de | auter. 

So in a Truce to endure for thirty Years, between the King of England and his 
Heirs on the one Party, and the Duke of Burgundy and his Heirs on the other Part. 
One Article is. | | 

Item et touts pecheurs tam D*ang/eter quam d Ireland et de Calais ficome de pais de Mon 
Sur le Duke quelqueles ſoyent purront peaceablement aller par tout ſur le mer pur peſcher, 
et Sans et lour ſoit beſaigne ſur ceo requirer on obtitiner aſc licenee conge on ſans conduitt,&c. 

The like in a Truce, and Abſtinence of War, to endure the ſpace of thirty Years, 
between Edward the fourth and his Heirs on the one Part, and Francis Duke of 
Britain on the other Part, where one Article 1s. 

Them et touts, peſcheurs tam D*ang/ter ficome du dit pais et Duche de Britaigne quel- 
queles ſoyent purront peaceablement aller par tout ſur mer pur peſcher, et gaigner lour 
uniure ſans impeachment on diſturber del&Pne partie au de la uter et ſans et lour ſoit be- 
Jaige far ceo requirer ſans condud. 

oreover, Philip the ſecond, King of Spain, in the firſt Year of Queen Mary, ob- 
tained licenſe for his Subje&s to Fiſh upon the North Coaſt of relazd, for the term 
of one and twenty Years, paying Yearly for the ſame a Thouſand pound, which 
was accordingly brought into the Exchequer of 7reland, and received of Sir Henry 
Fitton, being then Treaſurer there, as his Son Sir Edward Fitton hath often teſtified. 

To conclude this point ; It is notorious, that at this day the King of France ( as 
others of his Predeceſſors have done ) by the ſpecial Licenſe of the King of Eng- 
land, Fiſheth upon our Coaſts near Rye, with a ſet, and limited number of ſmall 
Boats, and that only for Proviſion of his own Houſhold, being tied to obſerve the 
Orders and Laws of his own Fiſhermen ; for breach whereof divers of his Subje&ts 
of late Years have been taken and impriſoned in Dover Caſtle, and elſewhere. 

Nor doth the King of Erg/and in theſe particulars claim, or uſe any exorbitant 
Juriſdiftions, and differing from that of other States and Princes in like caſe, who 
generally give Aliens Laws to paſs our Fiſh, in the Seas Coaſting upon their Ter- 
nitories. And alſo impoſe Taxes and Tributesdor their own profit and commodity. 

The Emperour of Raſa compelleth all Fiſh&&men within the Seas, though it be 
many Leagues from the Main, to pay him Tribute. 

- In Scotland, and other Iſlands under the King of Swede, they are enforced to pay 
axes, 

The King of Denmark at his Ward-houſe in the Sound, hath for a Licenſe a Dol- 
Ar, and for the Seal or Roſe, a Noble of every Ship, and for every laſt of Her- 

being twelve Barrels, a Dollar. | 
"The Duke of Medina Sidonia in Spain, hath his greateſt Revenues our of the Taxes 
d upon Fiſhermen, for their fiſhing in Tourney. | All 
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All Princes of 7taly, bordering upon the Seas, receive a proportion of like benefit, 

And the Hollanders themſelves impoſe Taxes on the Fiſhes, taken by their own 
Fiſhermen in our Seas. 

Now for the King of Eng/ands Soveraighty, in opening and ſtopping the paſſage of - 
his Seas, the Preſidents of antient times imbarging, and ſtaying, not only Pirates op- 
Enemies, but Friends alſo that were ſuſpected to-trade with Enemies, or had done 
particular wrong to the Eng/i/þ Subjets, or upon ſome other urgent occaſion, or reg. 
ſon of State, are ſo frequent in Record of Story, that the tranlcribing and reading of 
a thing ſo generally known, would certainly be eſteemed loſs of time and labour, 

[ remember thoſe of Famborough, and other Eaſterlings ( though in amity with 
us ) in the late Reign of Queen Elizabeth of famous memory , were notwithſtand- 
ing ſtaied from patling through our Seas towards-Spain ; and good prize made of 
all other Nations that attempted to do the like, without licenle firſt had and oþ- 
tained from hence. 

[ will therefore only note, by the way, to this purpoſe ; that Strangers being to 
paſs through our Seas eitheir in coming to us, or going to any other place, ' without 
ſo much as touching upon any. of the King of Eng/ands Countries, have uſed to 
take ſafe conducts, and licenſes of our Kings to ſecure them, and proteCt them in 
their paſſage, thereby acknowledging the right of their Superiority in this behalf 
in the Seas. Of which fort amongit many, the recital of theſe two ſhall ſuffice. 

Rex per literas ſuas ' patentes per triennium duraturas ſuſcepit in ſaluum, et ſecurun 
conduttum ſuum, ac in proteitionem, tuitionem et defenſionem ſuas | wen Edw, "Jp 

/ am 


et Opicinum Lomeline de Fean Mercatores cum bonts, et Merchandizis ſuis in quibul 


Bargis, Carakis, frve navibus in partibus Janus carcatis, et alibi cariandis ab iiſden 
partibus in Regnum, Dominum et poteſtatem neſtra veniendum, et exinde ad portas jug 
Proprias tam per terram quam per mare tranſeundo, et redeunds. 

This was granted to certain Merchants coming with their Ships and Goods, out 


of Ttaly into England. 

Thit which followeth, was to thoſe which paſſed the Seas as well to other phces, 
ubicunque placuerit, as this Kingdom. | 

Rex per literas ſuas patentes de gratia ſua ſpeciali ſuſcepit in ſalvum et ſecurum can- 
duftum ſuum, ac in protettionem, tuitionem, et defenſionem ſuas ſpeciales Robertum For- 
reſter,Rogerum de Clerk,Leonardum Blanch,& Johannem de Conwillis, Mercatores de 
Normania,et eorum quemlibet,ac fattores, Attornatos,et ſervientes ſuos & guemlibet eorun 
in regnum Regis Anglie, ac alia Dominia, Juriſdittiones et territoria Regis Anglie qud* 
cunque vel alibi ubicunque ers placuerit cum una nave vocata le grace de Dieu de Roven, 
portage 90. Doliorum, wel infra uxde Johannes de Bognas, Nundinas de Baſher,Martinus 
Hunday, Johannes de Blanch, Johannes Maſſey, ve/ Wilielmus Emry, eſt Magifer 
Quibuſdam honis vel Merchandizis carcate& et, cum 20. Marinariis, et uno pagetto vil 
infra pro gubernatione ejuſdem Navis, nec non pro rebus hernefis et aliis armaturis ji 
buſcungai pro corporibus eorum ; et pro defenſione ejuſdem navis neceſſariis et defenfibili 
bus ſecum habendis, et ferendis. * 

[t remaineth toſhew that by reaſon of this Prerogative and Soveraignty, all mat- 
ner of Wrecks, and Royal Fiſhes taken in our Seas are due unto the King of Eg: 
land only, or unto ſuch unto whom by ſpecial Charters they have granted the ſame. 

For manifeſtation hereof, although the known and continued practiſe might ſut 
fice, we are to take notice, that As fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, the 
King ſhall have Wreck of the Sea,\Ml Whales and Sturgions taken therein, with. 
Porpoyces, and all other Royal Fiſhes: And for declaration of this Law, the Stt- 
tute made 17 Edw. 2. concerning the-Kings Prerogative, faith. "oh 

Item Rex habebit wreccum maris per totum reguum Balenas, et Sturgiones captas it 
mare, vel alibi infra regnum, exceptis quibuſdam privilegiatis locis per Regem. 

So likewiſe Porpoyces are adjudged to belong unto the King, unleſs any map can 
claim the ſame by Charter, or Preſcription, and accordingly in antient GWirters * 


granted by our Kings to particular places and perſons, and among other Iibertiss, 
wreccum 
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_ The Soveratgnty of the Britith Seas. 


preccum mari is uſually paſſed by ſpecial words, arguing the King's Sovereign Right 


48d Power to diſpoſe thereof at his pleaſure, by vertue whereof, Wreck at this day 


taken and enjoyed by many, as well Towns and Corporations, as private Men. 
: Bat for clear proof of the Right and Practice of this Sovereigaty, the Record fol 


lowing is very remarkable, and not to be omitted. | 


In a Plea between Peter de St. Cleere the Abbat of Cherbourgh, and Godfrey de Car- 
teret, Attorney for the Prior (the Name of the Monaſtery 1s worn out of the Re- 
cord ). concerning 2 Tuns of Wine found by certain Mariners i» alto Mari, and. by 
them brought to Land through certain places, where the ſaid parties claimed to 
have liberty of Wreck. After long debate, and full hearing of the Caſe recited at 

h in the Record, the Concluſion and Judgment is as followeth. 
t Willielmus Je Marciis 9uz ſequrtur pro Domino Rege dicit quod nullus eorum petere 
poteſt preditta vina & wreccum, quia dictt quod ea tantummodo ſunt wreccum, | ng fiuttus 


Maris projictunt ad terram vel infra portum, vel tam prope terram quod aſtantibus in tgr- 


C 


ra poſtnt pependi, & fic ducantur, wel trahentur ad portum, & ea, que reparts, ſuxt. in 
ao or! inde wreccum non exiſt FA » quod fluttus Maris ea vellent projces —- laba- 


rem Marrinariorum leventur a Mari, © ponantur in. Navi, vel-batelo, .& figinuafi dus + 


cantur ad terram & on tangunt terram alicujus per trahimitronem. ngc. alio guouſmods 
now poſſunt wreccum, ſed ſunt tantummodo de adventuris Maris de quibus nullus poteſt ali- 
id clamare nift ſalvatores, & Dominus Rex conceſſit libertatem percipiendi hujuſmodi 
adventuras, Et petit judicium pro Domino Rege. Et predittus Petrus, & alii noz poſſunt 
hoc dedicere. Et ideo y _oaay eſt quod pradifta vina remaneant Domino Regi ( fabva 
ſalvatoribus parte ſua) SPetrus, & alit in miſericordia pro falſo clamore. Poſtearunym 
de prediftis deliis conceſſuſm fuit preditto Priori pro LX" de parte ſua & de XXC 
refiduis reſpondet Domino Regg. 
* Whence we are to obſerve, that all findings, or things acting in a/to Mari,. and 
vently the main Sea, or Channel it ſelf, belonging to the King, of which 
thoſe that find the fame, are to have two parts of three for their ſhare, in reſpe& 
of their pains, and the other third part is due to the King. - wy 
. Forconcluſiorr of that which hath been ſhewed already, I have thought fit to add 
ſuch Preſidents out of the Municipal and Common Laws of the Kingdom, marthalled 
together in one Body or Claflis, as do affirm this, the King of England" $ Preroga- 
tive, and Sapream Juriſdiction in, and over the Seas, which being ſeverally ap- 
plyed to fuch heads as are formerly ſet down, will evidently evi& the truth 


Braftow in his Book, de acquirendo rerum domino faith. Si autem inſula in mari. nata eſt 
( quod raro accidit )) occupants fit & per conſequens Regis propter ſium privilegium. , 

The fame Bratton aftirmeth, That one of the Articles to be enquired before the 
_ Oo Merchants was, de purpreſturis fattis ſuper dommum Regem frue in 

6. R. 2, Upon an Attion of Debt, the Defendant ſued forth a Prote&ion. At 
which time Juſtice Be/knapp took exception, ſaying, The ProteQtion is, quia pro- 
fetturus eft ſuper Mare, with G. X. Admiral; and you never ſaw ProteCtion allowed 
of, if the Party did not go out of the Legiance of the King of England in the parts 
of Scotland, Gaſcoignie or France. But the Sea is of the Legiance of the King of his 
Crown of England, wherefore it ſeemeth the ProteCtion is allowable, and you never 
faw ſuch a Prote&tion allowed before this day : But afterwards an expreſs Writ came 
out of the Chancery, commanding the ProteCtion to be allowed. 

' AChild born upon the King's Seas is not an Alien by the Common Law. 

Tempore Edw. 1. a Replevin was brought of a Ship taken upon the the Waſt of 
Scarborough on the. Sea, and from thence carried into the County of Norfolk, to 
which Murford took two exceptions,one becauſe no certain Town,or place was named 
from whence the Viſne ſhould come ; for the Waſt extendeth four Leagues. Se- 
condly, becauſe of a thing done upon the Sea, this Court cannot have Cognizance. 
Towhich Juſtice Befesford faid, That the King will that Peace be kept as well ou 
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The Severaignty of the Britiſh Seas. 


the as upon the Land ; and we find that you are come in upon due Proces. ai 
> no cn ie ther reads ates rinſe EY hn. 

Door and Student faith, That the King is Lord of the narrow Seas, as boyny 
to ſcowre the Sea of Pyrates and petty Robbers, and therefore ſhall have wreck 
of the Sea. | 

By the Common Law the King ſhall have Floſtar, Feſtan, and Lu 

Flaſtan being, ſuch Goods as after Shipwrack do float upon the ſuperficies of the 
Warer. | | 

Feſtan are all manner of Goods that the Mariners being in danger to caſt out of 
the Ship periſhed. 5 HE We 

By Liga is underſtood all things that are ponderous, and in Shipwrack, do fink 
to the ground and bottom of the Sea. | 

By all which Preſidents it is manifeſt, that by the Common Law of the 1 
. the King is Proprietory Lord of our Seas; that the Seas of England are under thels 
giance of the King, that the King is the Sovereign Conſervator of the Peace as well 
upon the Sea as Land, That not only things floating on the ſuperficies of the Water, 
but ſuch as lye upon the Soil or Ground thereof, belong properly unto the King, 
whereupon I conclude, That, Rex Maris imperio Domino & fundo poſſidet. 

And that it may appear how great a King the King of England is, by reaſon of thi 
his Sovereignty and Dominion, it will not be amiſs to take a view of the ineſtinable 
Riches and Commodities which ( beſides our ſelves ) other Nations, our Nei 
do daily reap, eſpecially by fiſhing in'our Seas, infomuch that no Chriſtian Princeof 
the World is Lord of any Territory, that (conſidering all Circumſtances) yieldeth 
the like conſtant and general benefit ; for proof whereof, 1 will briefly ſet down 
ſuch Obſervations as others have heretoforg made, and we our ſelves find by daily 
experience to be true beyond all exception, 


The ineflimable Riches and Commodities of the Britiſh Seas. 


Ty E Coaſts of Great Brittain do yield ſuch a continual Sea-harveſt of gain and 
benefit to all thoſe that, with diligence, do labour in the ſame, that no time | 


or ſeaſon in the year paſſeth away without ſome —_— means of profitable imploy- 


ment, eſpecially to ſuch as apply themfelves to » Which from the beginning 
of the year unto the latter end, continuing upon ſome part or other upon our Coalls, 
and therein ſuch infinite ſhoales and multitudes of Fiſhes are offered to the takers 
may juſtly move admiration, not only to Strangers, but to thoſe That daily be in 
ployed amongſt them. | 
: F The _ fiſhing for Herring beginneth about Midſummer,and laſteth ſome part 
(8) A . . 

The Winter fiſhing for Herring laſteth from September to the midſt of November, 
both which extend in place from Bowghoves in Scotland to the Thames Mouth. - . - 

, The fiſhing for Cod at Alamby Wirlington, and Whire-baven near the Coaſt of Lay 

caſhire from Eaſter until Whitſontide 

The fiſhing for Hake at 4berdeny, Abveſwhich and other places between Wales and 
Ireland, from Whitſuntide to St. James-tide. 

The fiſhing of Cod and Ling about Pad/tow within the Land, and of Severne from 
Chriſtmas to Midlent. 

The Gthing for Cod on the Welſt part of Irelaud, frequented by thoſe of Biſcay, * 
Galicia and Portugal, from the _—_— of April until the end of June. | 

The fiſhing for Cod and Ling on the North and Northeaſt of Ireland, from Chrif 
maz until M:chaelmas. | . 

The fiſhing for Pilchers on the Weſt, Coaſt of Ergland, from St. Fames-tide until - 
Michaelmas. k ; 

The fiſhing'for Cod and Ling upon the Northeaſt of Eug/and from Eafter until 
Midſummer. f The 


The Soveratgnty\af | tbe: Brivith Seas. 


"The fiſhing of (great Staple, Ling,: and rhany other ſorts of Fiſh-lying abour ithe 
0 Scotland. and — ſeveral partgof the Britiſh Seas ali aherhin long.; ©: 

la, Sep rember,; not many: years ſince; upon the. Coaſt 'of Devouſpire:near Mig al 

59g Tun 'of;; Fiſh were taken.in one;deyy: :And:about the fame time 3000, pound 

arth; of; Fill» 40, 006" day. were taken at StZwes in Cormball by ſmall Boats; and g+ 
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112 annisH 5:0 101 uyy! be Epcreaſe of Shipping, 2! 
Rraoee: Strand Boats, 400.) Sallits, Driversand Tod-boats;: wherewith'the 
WW 5 Fiſh.up6n their 'own"®Coaſts, every orte of thoſe imploying another 
Ship to fetch Salt, and carry their Fiſh'ivto 6ther Cotintries; being in all 3550/Sail, 
ntainwe and ſetting on work atleaſt 4000. perſbns, Fiſhers, Tradeſmen; Wo- 
mon, . «nid: "hildren. . They. have #66.Doyer Bots of x 50. Tins a piece, or there- 
abouts/1y60..Piricks afid Well-boats froti 60. to roo. Tuns &'pitte, which altogether 
Filh upon the Coaſts of Eugland and Scotland for Cod, and Ling only.  And'each 
e theſe employ another Vellel for'providing#ef Salt, and > mas 94 Bee #h, - 
ality it-alt 1600. Ships; which nisintain and imploy perſohs'vF all Yts,4000, at 
CU XH1 3G 3) \ C3, VY e201 1DDTTTOS.D $3409 & wp2008 31T DIIB 0. oſiLt! 
FortheHerring ſeaſotithey have-t 600, Biilſes at the leaſt, all 'of them Fiſhing only 
upon our Coaſts, from "Boughomneſſe"in' Scotland," to''the tmouthr-of 7hawes! And 
every ofis of theſe maketh' work for thiee other Ships that attend her; 'the vie to 
bririg'ia Sal from forrein parts, another to carry the faid-Salt; and Cask'to'the Buſ- 
s, and to'bring back their Herrings, and the third to tranſport/the ſaid Fiſhinto for- 
rein Countries. - $0 that the total nutaber of Ships nnd Buſſs'plying the Herring 
Fair is 6400. whereby every Buſſe, one with another, imployeth 40. Men, Mari- 
aers and Fiſhers within her own hold; and'the reſt-10:Medt a piece, which amounteth 
tO 112000, Fiſhers and Mariners. All which maintain double, if not treble ſo many 
A elmen,' Women and 'Childred #'Tafd; 10 00 2gte Ll 2Y 
' Moreover they' have'400. other Veſts at leaſt, that rake Herring 4t *Tarmouth, 
und there ſell them for ready Moiy'# So that” the '?o//anders'{befides 00." Ships 
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unril | foro mentioned! fifhinigoupon thetr'own” Shoars') have at leaſt" g800. Ships'onl 
Maintained by:the Seas of Great Britain, by which means principdlly,' 7 Uieins 
| | C 
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The Soveraignty'of the Britiſh Seas. by: 
not ſo big as one of our Shires of England, containing not above 28. Miles i 
and 3-in breadth, have increaſed the number of yon op Irgngns 000g 
being more than are in England, France, Spain, Portugal, Jtaly, Dewmark, Pola 
Sweden, and Ruffa. And tothis number rhey add every day ; although their Conn. 
try it (elf affords them neither Materials, or Viftoal,” nor Merchandiſe to be 
counted of towards their ſetring forth. ; | 


: 
ES 4 
: 


Beſides theſe of Holland, Lubeck hath-700. great Ships, E/amborongh 600. | 
1400. Whereunto add the Ships of Bremer, Biſcay, Portugal, Spain, an Fon hi 
for the moſt part Fiſh in our Seas , and-it: will. appear that roooo. Sail of fors 
Veſſels, and above, are imployed and maintained by fiſhing upon our Coafts.* 

that in Holland there are built x 000. Sail at leaſt, to ſupply Shipwracks, and aup: 
ment their ſtore, which as the Prince, and common y, is the chiefeſt mein; 
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only to increaſe their number. 


X 2. Encreaſe of Mariners. 


H E number of Ships fiſhing on our Coaſts as being aforeſaid, 8400. If weg 
low but 20. perſons toevery Ship one with another, the total of Mariner | 
Fiſhers, amounteth to 1 68000. out of which number they! furniſh their longer Vigr 
toall parts of the World ; for by this means they are not only enabled tohi 
the Seas, and to know the uſe of the Tackles, and Compaſs, but are likewiſe in 
ſtructed in the principles of Navigation and Pylotage, infomuch as from hence their 
greateſt Navigators have had their Education, and Breeding. 


.- 


3- Encreaſe of Trade. 


»# 


ers. | | of 
From Germany for Herrings, and ogher Salt-fiſh, Iron, Steel, Glaſs, Milſtones 
Rheniſh-wines, Button-plate for Armour, with other Munition, Silks, Velyets,Raſhes 
Fuſtians;” Baratees, and ſuch like Frankford Commodities, with ſtore of Rix dollars, 
From Brabant they return for the moſt part ready Mony with ſome Tapeſtries, 
and Hullſhop. Yea ſome of our Herring are carried as far as Braſcile. ; 
And that which is more ſtrange and greately.to our ſhame, they have four huts 
dred ſhips with fiſh,- which, our men of 7armouth within ken almok 2t land do vent 
our Herrings us here in England ; and make us pay for fiſh taken upon out = 
own coſt ready Y, whaowih they ſtore their own country. | 


4- Encreaſe of Towns and Fortes. | 


BY this their large extent of Trade, they are become as it were Citizens of tlit 
4 whole World, whereby they have fo enlarged their Towns, that moſt of them 
within theſe four hundred Years are full as great again as they were before ; 4* 
fterdam, Leyden, and Midleburgh having been lately twice enlarged and their Streets, 
and Buildings ſo fair, and orderly ſet forth that for Beauty and Strength, they _ 
com 
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pare with any other in the World, upon which they beſtow infinite Sums of 
Money, all originally flowing from the bounty of the Sea, from whence by their 
labour and- induſtry they derwe the, beginning of' all that wealth and greatneſs, and 
icularly for the Havens of the aforeſaid Towns, whereof ſome of them coſt 40, 
59, or 100000 i. Their Fortifications alſo both for number and ſtrength, upon 
which they beſtowed infinite Suins of Mony, may compare with any other what- 


b. 44 
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5, Encreaſe. of Power abroad, 
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'OUehbeing then the an E he 6h and Mergers, an ſo great their Trade 
ned principally by their fiſhing ; they have not only ſtrengthened, and 
forufed.chemſclves at home to repel all torrein Invaſions, as lately. in the War be- 
tween L oy and Spaiv,, but have likewiſe ſtretched their power in the Zaft and 
Weſt-Indies, in many places whereof they are Lords of the Sea Coaſts, and! have 
likewiſe fortified upon the Main, where the Kings, and People are at their Devyoti- 
on, And more then this, all neighbour Princes in their differences, by reaſon of 
this their power at Sea, are glad to have them of their party. - So that next to 
the Enghſp, they are now become the moſt redoubted Nation at Sea of any other 


6. Encreaſe of publick Revenue. 


-K£ Orcover how mighty the publick Revenue, and Cuſtoms of that State are 
increaſed by their fiſhing, may appear in that above thirty Years fiace, 
grand above the Cuſtoms of other Merchandiſe, Exciſes, Licenſes, Waftage, and 
Laſtage, there was paid to the State for Cuſtom of Herring and other Salt-fiſh above 
300000 in one Year, beſides: the toth- fiſh, .and Cask paid for waftage, 'which 
cometh.at leaſt to as much more among the Ho/landers only, whereunto the roth of 
other Nations being added it amounterh to a far greater Sum. 

We-are: likewiſe to know that great part of their fiſh is ſold in other Countries 
for ready; Money, for which they commonly export the fineſt Gold and Silver, and 
cm Recoin it of a baſer allay under their own Stamp, which is not a ſmall 
means.t9-apgment their publick Treaſure. 


A $S touching their private wealth, if we conſider the abundant ſtore of Herri 
and other fiſh by them taken, and the uſual prices they are ſold for, as 
multizade of Tradeſmen and Artizans, that by-reafon of this their fiſhing are 
-fet.og work ; we muſt needs. conclude that the gain thereof made by _ 
muſt; of neceſſity be-exceeding/great, as by obſerving the particulars following 
will plainly appear. off 2 
During the Wars, between the King,of Spain, end the Hollanders before the laſt 
Truce, Dunkirk by taking, ſpoiling, and burning the Buſes of Holland, and ſetting 
great Ranſame upon their fiſhermen, enforced them to compound for great Surns that 
tWiey might fiſh quietly: for one year, whereupon: the next year after the fiſhermen 
wu amongſt chemiaives to pay a Dollar upon every laſt of Herri towards the 
7 maintenance of certain Ships of War, to waft and ſecure them 1n their fiſhing, 
reaſon whereof there was a record kept of the'ſeveral laſts of Hersiogs. taken 
ut year,. and it appeared thereby that in one half year there were taken 30000 
th Hero: which, at.twelve. pound per laſt, amounteth-to 3600000. and at 16, 
29, 30t# the laſt they aroordinanity; fold, then tranſported into other-Countries it 
cometh. at. legſt to 5@00000 BB. Whereunto if wy peo Hletmngt 29k by aur 
Nations, together with the Cod, Ling, Hake, and the fiſh taken by the Hollanders 
2 


and 


, = 7. Encreaſe of private Wealth. 
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and other our neighbours upon the Brithſh 
evidently "ariſe to b& above r006000606M.* >? 


: The "#eat trade of fiſhing imploying T6 miny'Men, and Ships, ar'Sea; muſt tif, 
wiſe-neceflarily maintain as -great'4 number '6f*Tradefmen, and Artizans on laid. 


Weavers to make Sail *Cloaths, ''Cecive Packers, Tollers, Dreſſers, and | 
to ſort, and make the Herring lawful merchandize. Tanners to tan their Sails 
Nets, Coopers to make Cask, Block, and Bowle makers for Ships, Keelemen, and 
Labourers for carrying, and rethoving their: fith, -Sawyers for planks, Carpenten, 
Shipwrights, Smiths, Carmen, Boatmen, Brewers, Bakers, and a number of others; 
whereof many are maimed perf6hs and unfit tobe otherwiſe imployed. | Beſides th 
maintenance of all their feverdl- Wives, and Children, and Families. And'farchs 
every Man and Maid-ſervant, of Orphant having any poor Stock, may ven 
the ſame in their fiſhing Voyages Which affords them ordinarily great increaſe, aj 
is duly paid according to the proportion of 'thir pain. \5N! 


as Spinners, Hemp-winders to Cables, Cordage; Yarn-twine for Nets and - 


ou Zu 
8. Encreaſe of proviſion. ng 
| | 9Þ: ; Gl 
AP to conclude it is manifeſt that Follayd only affording in it ſelf ſome 
Hops, Madders, Butter and Cheeſe, aboundeth notwithſtanding - (by reafth 
of this Art of fiſhing ) in plentiful manner with all kind of proviſions as well far 
life, as in Corn, Beef, Mutrons, Hides, and Cloaths, as for luxury in Wines Silks, 
and Spices, and for defence as in Pitch, Tar, Cordage, Timber. All which 
have not only in cofripetent proportion for their uſe, bur are likewiſe ale Fromhiſ 
ſeveral Magazines to ſupply their neighbour/ Countries.  - 214 PB .Le 
The premiſes conſidered ir maketh much to-the ignominy, and ſhame of '6wy 
Engliſh Nation, that God and Nature offering us fo great a Treaſure, ever at oh 
own Doors, we donotwithſtanding negleC rhe benefit thereof, -and by paying Me 
ny to Strangers for the fiſh'of our-own Sea, impoveriſh our ſelves 'to- make then 
rich. Infomuch that for waixt of induſtry, 'and care in this particular '225. fiſher 
Towns arc decayed and redueedto extream poverty, whereas on'the contraryby dil- 
pent endeavouring to make uſe of 1o great a bleſſing, we might inſhore ime it- 
pair theſs decaied Towns of the Kingdom, and add both Honour, Strength, and 
Riches ro our King and Country, which, how eafily it may be:done, will-appear by 
ſome few obſervations following. | 
By ereQting two hundred and fifty Buſſes of reafonable ſtrength, and bigneſsthere 
will be imployment made for a 1 000. Ships, and for at leaſt xo000 Fiſhermen and 
Mariners at Sea, and'eonſequently' for as many. Tradeſmen and Labourers' ar 
The Hetrings taker” by the Buſfes will afford' his Majeſty 200000 # yearly 
ſtorm outward, and for Commodities: returned” inward 30000M and above: ' ® 
We have timber ſufficient, and at'reaſonable ws roving in our ovine 
for the building of Buſſes, every Shire afordeth hardy- and able Men, (fit for ſuch 
imployment, who now live poorly, and idle at home. (1069 OP 
We have ViRtuals in great plemty fold- at cafie rates without payment of Exciſes, 
or Impoſt. EL _ | "n 
Our Shoars and Harbours are'near the places where the fiſh: do haunt. + > 
For Drink, or Nets,” Salting, and' packing our- fiſh, and for fuccour infireſs of 
weather, we may bring our fiſh't6 Land, falt and'pack it, ard from ſorfie parts 
his Majeſties Dominions be at 'out Markets in Fravce, Spain,” or. /taly,” before" the 
Follanders'ean arrive in Holland,” '  VIEY 2A] ws 


We have means to tranſport-our fiſh into ſoitie Novthers Countries, where the 
Hollanders ſeldom or never come: Arid though we had 2s rmatty Buſſes 2s the 


landers, yet there is vent-for all, *vf more, for: in' the Eaſt /and Northerv Countriss, 
and in many other places, covitn, ire every dalts meat, Winter and Surfer,” 85 


well to draw on drink'as to ſatisfi 


CE m———mu.. . 


Coaſts all 'theyear long, the corals 
17 T1: 1.ll ” Mf 


Minger, and:iti-moſt places thegreateſt. part hy oy 


pe BD a an an mm wool. 
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The S roertignty of \ the Bririth Seas. 
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year:they be ſcarce to-be had, for preſently [after- Miched/miu; the ' Sound! and Rivers 


frozen up, 'ſo"as ho Hertingr'ean be tranſported" intd\2#feveral'Ringdoiris; affd 
res Stares wind 7aly,. which iy'for thivry weeks ſpace together, fo that; wheri Lett 
comes there are few ro-boughrfor-Mony. --- WA oe Wan 10 


Laſtly, ſince by care and induſtry we gained from the Flemmings, doubtfeſs ſo by 


| the means we may 45s eaſily grow! expert'in the Arc of Fiſhing; atid'3h time make 19 
3 ITO) WW 119910 D 10.1% 00 12 


its ſtaple Commodity of our own. 13 FTIG! SOODSLEES | | 

But this we ſhall the better and ſooner do, if we conſider, and endedveir tyre 
ſorm/certain wants and abuſes which hitherto:have hinted" us ' fromi'eff&ting that 
good; and 


great work, ' whereof theſe that follow are n6ne:pf-the ley3 1-1-2770 
"-x;(Giferal liberty -of cating fleſh contrary t0:old Culteas/and the'Stittite Laws 
providedfor obſerbing: Fiſh days, from whenes our ſcareity' and dearth-6f fiſh pros 

For where fleſh is ordinarily.ſpen fiſh will not-be-b6ught;' ar Wait of fale 
all rrade, gain'being yhe/nurſe of Induftry. 410 NO! 111 Dy 2 
 2:]Wait of order and diſcrevion'in' our fiſhing, ' every'Mati"being leſt'to himſelf 
1nd pirinitrcd ro fiſh as beſt liketh him : Whereas amongſt rhv Holardeos,” tive of 
the |beſtexperienecd Frſhermen'/are appointeÞto'guide rhe reſt of the fleet; a}l-02 
thers being bound to follow them, and to caſt their lifes ac&6rdingt6 their dire- 


tif $0101 


3 The Hollanders-and other Nations ſer -forth with 'their Buſſes if"F4»0'to find 
the ſhoal of fiſh, and having found/it; dwell amongſt ibelt November,” Whereas we 
ſtay till the Herring come home to. our road fteads, ant fraetimes ffet*rhen' ty 
pas bycere'we lodk our, our Herring fiſhing containing 6nly 'ſeven'weeks at'che 
moſt/ and" theirs rwenty. 1 2 1460 Tbs JG (00 ei Dots ts 
% The Holanders Bulles are and ſtrong;,-and- 46 £6'brook foul Weathef,) 
wherzasour Cobles, Crayers and Bbars being ſmall, and thin ſided;/ ate callly fwval- 
lowed by a rough Sea, not daring-r& adventure far in faif weather by Yeafon of 
their weakneſs tor fear -of ſtormg.':'-9 ©--* 2 27T0E SHI -0U9TOL 

"g.'The'Hollanders axe induſtrious,-and no:fooner are diſcharged of toting, but 
preſently-pur forth/for riiore andeek/ for Markers abroad as'walt as at home'# where- 
25 Ott after they' had been once at Sea; - do eottitmontys never” ferurn again 
until all the Mony taken for their fiſh be ſpent, and they! in'debe ſeeking valy to 
ſerve the next Market: 

6. The Hollanders have certain Merchants who during the Herring ſeaſon do only 
come to the places where the Buſles arrive, and joyning rogether in ſeveral Compa- 
nies, doÞreſently agree for the lading of 3o or 40. Buſles at once, and ſo being dif- 

they may ſpeedily return to their tormer Shipping ; whereas our fiſhermen 
aeuncertain of their Chapmen, and forced to ſpend much time in putting of their 
fiſh by parcels. | 
| Theſe and other defe&s would carefully be taken into conſideration, and certain or- 
ders made tro make our fiſhing proſperous, and ſucceſsful, eſpecially conſidering the 
carefil miſchiefs, the neglect hereof hath brought ro the King and Kingdomin general, 
and to many good Towns, and Corporations in particular, as by authority even of 
Parliament it ſelf inthe Statute of 33. Hey. 8. is plainly teſtified, which I have ſum- 
marily here ſet down to avoid the prolixity of the original. 

Becauſe the Ergli/h fiſhermen dwelling on the Sea Coaſts did leave off their trade 
of fiſhing in our Seas and went: the half Seas over, and thereupon the Seas did 
buy fiſh of Pickards, Flemmings, Normans, and Zelanders, by reaſon whereof many 
iacommodities did grow to the Realm, viz. the decay of, the wealth and proſperity 
ts well of the Cinque Ports, and Members of the fame, as of other Coaſt Towns by 
the Sea ſide, which were builded, and inhabited by great multitudes of people by 

of uſing and exerciſing the craft and feat of Albing, Secondly, the decay 
of a great number of Boats and Ships. And thirdly, the decay of many good Mar- 
ers both able in body by their diligence, labour, and continual exerciſe of fiſh- 
ng, and expert by reaſon thereof in the knowledge of the Sea Coaſts, as well with- 


in 


-The Saperaignty, « of «the Britiſh oY 
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an this Realm. as in;other. beyond the Seas, ©. FY was therefore enacted thim 


manner. 0i-poribns Hng#/0, uDeneruy;,or Strangers; at that time; 'or any time 
ter dwelling ci Eng lard, ſhould buy gny Fiſhi of-any / Strangets in the faid Por 
of Flanders : phe kg card , France , or ve the - Sea DELWeen ſhoar and 


{hoar, W44110): (2/18 1G it bom 


' This Av by many cemcinuances Was continued from Parliament to Paliament, ug 
til the firſt of Queen _ and from thence to the end of the next -— 0M 


then expired: 

OR! ſing Fare hich buck fnerl horn gn 
appeareth that. t ptizon, continual 
appe the ment of-all our. Neigbour States, ;and the M r- 


pafleſon, 
Laws 'igf the; Kingdom. have ever heldthe Soveraign Lordſhip of: the Seas of: By, 
land, and. that, unto his Majeſty, |by; tilen-f of -his tis Soren), the Supream Con 
mand and Juriſdittion over the ſame rightfully 
taineth; conſidering al{&'the natural ſexe: of ae Seas that interpoſe Ky i 
berween the great Northers Commerce/of- that of, the whole World, and that of 
the:Eaſt Welt, Peng Southern Clymates; and withall, the infinite Commodities tha 
by fiſhing; in the ſame is daily made. / It cannot be-doubted but his Majeſty, is 
his own excellent Wiſdom and Vertue, and by the Induſtry of his =_ 
x&s and..Prople, 'may, without Injuſtice to any Princz ot. perſon. w 
made chorgreaeeſt Monareh for Command. and, Wealth, and his peop wa theta 
br ha and) flouriſhing Nation of ay” other in the: World. - And. the the rather, 
that his Majeſty is-aow-abſolute Commander of the Britiſh _, and hath all 
larged his Dominions over a great part of the Weſtern Indies ;/ by means of which 
—_ of Empire, (croſſing in-a manner the whole Occan) the trade, and of 
all. Nations, (moving: from one part of the World to. the other )-muſt © neceſſary, 
firſt, or la bl ; come withyz compals: of his, power, and juriſdiction. 
And therefore the Soveraigaty of our Seas being the moſt precious Jewel of hi 
Suey, il Kg -agd[{ next under Ged ) the. principal means of our Wealth and 
Sy all, Tue Eng/ifo Hearts and Hands arc: bound, by all poſſible means anddi 
ligence,, £0 rve and mgintaia the fame, even with the uttermoſt Mat 


Laves, their! Goods and Fortunes, 
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